XI.

BY THE WAY.

THE customs which regulate the intercourse among
travellers vary with almost every section of the world.
On the western rivers, those who journey by steamboat
feel that one part of their duty is to form the acquaintance
of those by whom they are surrounded, and, by a mutual
interchange of civilities, contribute as far as may be to the
comfort and convenience of the voyage. This is true of
travelling in the West and South generally, whether by
stage, steamboat, or railway. In the eastern States, where
the journeys are shorter, and where a more artificial state
of society prevails, there is much less of social intercourse
among those whom the accident of travel may chance to
throw in each other's society. The distance from Wash-
ington to Baltimore, forty miles, is accomplished in about
two hours; and although this would not seem a very long
while for one to be left exclusively to his own re/lections,
I did not feel by any means disposed to remain taciturn,
even for so short a period. I therefore surveyed deliber-
ately some twenty or thirty faces, by which I was sur-
rounded, for the purpose of selecting the least forbidding,
on the owner of which I meditated a direct attack. My
eye finally rested upon the countenance of a gentleman of
perhaps thirty-five years, which wore a cast of thoughtful-
Bess, and yet a hidden restlessness of the eye indicated to
the close observer that he was on the lookout for something
which might interest his attention for the time being. He
was not so young as to be foolish, nor so old as to be in-
sulted. He was not enough dressed to be a dandy, nor
yet so meanly clad as to look on one with suspicion.

I took a vacant seat immediately opposite the gentleman,
